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ought to read appreciating ; on line 15 of page 288 the phrase " silver 
in 20 rupees" ought to read "silver in 10 rupees." 

All things considered, Mr. Darwin's book, despite its incidental 
errors and omissions, presents a treatment of the money question as 
impartial, as thorough, as suggestive and stimulating as any that has 
appeared in many years. A p Andrew# 

Harvard University. 

Griechische Ostraka aus Aegypten und Nubien. Ein Beitrag 
zur antiken Wirthschaftsgeschichte. Von Dr. Ulrich Wilcken. 
Leipzig, von Giesecke & Devrient, 1899. — 2 vols.: 860, 497 pp. 

Although most educated people are acquainted with the history of 
Athenian ostracism, few have an adequate conception of the impor- 
tant part played in the life of antiquity by the ostrakon, or potsherd, 
the ordinary cheap writing material of the day. For many decades 
increasing numbers of such fragments have been exhumed in the 
valley of the Nile ; and it occurred to Dr. Ulrich Wilcken to attempt 
to reconstruct a part of ancient economic history from this source. 
Most of the potsherds used in these volumes are tax receipts, with a 
small sprinkling of bank receipts. So numerous are they that Pro- 
fessor Wilcken has been able to give a much fuller account of the 
Egyptian tax system than it was possible for Mr. Grenfell to do, when 
he edited the Revenue Laws of Ptolemy Philadelphia from a recently 
discovered papyrus. 

The important chapter of Professor Wilcken 's book is the one in 
which he discusses in detail the various kinds of taxes. To our 
astonishment, he finds no less than two hundred and eighteen vari- 
eties, only a few of which cannot be explained by him. In comment- 
ing upon their fiscal significance, he acknowledges his indebtedness 
to the assistance of his colleagues in economics and finance at the 
University of Breslau. The results of this assistance can readily be 
seen in the classification which he adopts. We find under the head 
of "fees" two different categories. The direct taxes are classified 
as follows : property taxes, nine different kinds, including a tax on 
slaves ; taxes on product, eighteen varieties, mainly land taxes and 
taxes on agricultural produce ; house taxes, two different classes ; 
business taxes, twenty-seven varieties ; regular income taxes, four 
species ; compulsory and semi-compulsory payments on constituent 
parts of income, forty kinds ; taxes on transportation, four varieties ; 
direct taxes on consumption, three different kinds. The indirect taxes 
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seem to have been less varied : of customs duties we find only five 
classes, and of internal revenue or of excise taxes only four varieties. 
The remaining payments are largely of a private economic character. 

When it is remembered that well-nigh all of these taxes are not 
only mentioned by name, but explained in more or less detail, it will 
be seen what a vast addition is made to our knowledge of fiscal his- 
tory. It puts the earlier works on Egyptian finance out of date, not 
only as regards the mere enumeration, but also in respect to the details 
of assessment and levy of the taxes. Incidentally, Professor Wilcken 
adds chapters on " The Evolution from Credit to Money Payment " 
and on the " Relations between Slavery and Free Labor." He refers 
in some interesting passages to the recent controversy between the 
historical economists represented by Bucher and the economic histo- 
rians represented by Meyer ; and, while acknowledging with apprecia- 
tion the stimulus received from the former's suggestive writings, he 
thinks that the latest contributions to Egyptian economic history 
tend rather to fortify the conclusions of Meyer. The second volume, 
which includes the texts of the potsherds themselves, will be of inter- 
est primarily to classical experts. 

The history of Egyptian finance cannot yet be written. But if the 
discoveries of papyri and ostraka continue at the same rate as during 
the past few years, it will not be long before a complete reconstruc- 
tion of the Egyptian fiscal system will be possible. In this recon- 
struction Professor Wilcken's volumes will form no mean part. 

Edwin R. A. Seligman. 

Politische und soziale Bewegungen im deutschen Biirgerthum 
zu Beginn des 16. Jahrhunderts, mit besonderer Riicksicht auf den 
Speyerer Auf stand im Jahre 1512. Von Kurt Kaser. Stuttgart, 
Kohlhammer, 1899. — viii, 271 pp. 

Dr. Kaser's work owes, if not its origin, at any rate its form, to 
the controversy which has been raging of late between Professor 
Lamprecht and Professor Lenz, as to the meaning of the town dis- 
turbances in Germany in the fifteenth and early sixteenth centuries. 
Considering the heat of that controversy and the language which 
has been freely used on both sides, Dr. Kaser must be credited with 
keeping his head pretty cool and with setting a good example in the 
way of propriety of expression to the two principal contestants. 

The work consists of four parts : a general survey of civic conditions 
about the year 1500 ; an account of the disturbances of the fifteenth 



